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Prelude   Please see the insert for titles and musicians. 
 

GATHERING 
 

Bell and Welcome 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Gathering Hymn   ELW 367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven 
     Resounds” 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 
Easter Morning Litany   St. Hippolytus of Rome (2nd century) 
 

Christ is risen: the world below lies desolate. 
 

Christ is risen: the spirits of evil are fallen. 
 

Christ is risen: the angels of God are rejoicing. 
 

Christ is risen: the tombs of the dead are empty. 
 

Christ is risen indeed from the dead, the first of the sleepers. 
 

Glory and power are Christ’s forever and ever. 

Amen, Alleluia! 
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Hymn of Praise   ELW 377 “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” 
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Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is 
alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and 
hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your 
people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 

First Reading   Acts 10:34–43 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
34Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every people 
anyone who is God-fearing and practices righteousness is acceptable 
to God. 36“You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Spirit and with power; how Jesus went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
39We are witnesses to all that Jesus did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40but 
God raised Jesus on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42“Jesus 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the 
prophets testify about Jesus that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm   “Sing to the Mountains” — Text: Psalm 118 paraphrase; 
     setting: Robert J. Dufford, (b. 1954), St. Louis Jesuits; sung by the 
     choir 

 

Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea. 
Raise your voices, lift your hearts. 
This is the day the Lord has made. 

Let all the earth rejoice. 
 

I will give thanks to you, my Lord. 
You have answered my plea. 

You have saved my soul from death. 
You are my strength and my song. 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us be glad and rejoice. 

He has turned all death to life. 
Sing of the glory of God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation   ELW 172 (sung 3 times) 
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Gospel   Luke 24:1–12 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] went to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in they did 
not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly 
two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were 
terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not 
here but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in 
Galilee, 7that the Son-of-Man must be handed over to the hands of 
sinners and be crucified and on the third day rise again.” 8Then the 
women remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb they 
told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other 
women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words 
seemed to the apostles an idle tale, and they did not believe the 
women. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking 
in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, 
amazed at what had happened. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation   ELW 172 “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 
 (sung 1 time, see previous page) 
 
Sermon   Carrie Ballenger 
 
Hymn of the Day   ELW 365 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 



 

8 

Nicene Creed 
 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father, 
 through whom all things were made; 
 who for us and for our salvation 
  came down from heaven, 
  and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made human; who, for our sake, 
  was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  suffered death and was buried; 
  on the third day rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
  who will come again in glory 
  to judge the living and the dead; 
  and whose kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and 
 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one Baptism 
 for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

9 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

In the joy and hope of this Easter morning, we sing Alleluia with the 
fullness of hearts. Love is stronger than Death! Amen, Alleluia! 
 
In the joy and hope of this Easter morning, in the midst of our 
singing and shouting, we know there are those who are bewildered 
and sad. O God, we pray for those that have no hope, for those who 
suffer from depression, loneliness, and fear. Reveal to all the Good 
News: Love is stronger than Death! Amen, Alleluia! 
 
O God, we pray for those places and peoples in our world where 
death and domination rule, where imperial powers ignore the poor, 
where war never ends, where children are hungry, where parents 
grieve because they cannot provide, where accidents happen and 
death abounds senselessly. We pray for those held hostage to 
addiction and chronic illness. We pray especially for those on our 
prayer list today… To those who suffer, reveal the Good News: Love 
is stronger than Death! Amen, Alleluia! 
 
O God, in the joy and hope of this Easter morning, we realize the 
depth and breadth of what it means to be your Easter people. We 
remember that we are the ones called to go into the world to work for 
justice and life for all in your Creation. It is up to us to bear witness 
to the promise of resurrection, to hold those in despair, and believe 
for them, that Love is stronger than death. Amen, Alleluia! 
 
For what else shall we pray? 
 

The community is invited to add prayers, either aloud or in the 
Zoom chat box to be read aloud. 
 

In the joy and hope of this Easter morning, O God, give us the 
courage to bear your living Love in every corner of our lives, so that 
your peaceable realm will be so, here at UniLu, here in this land, 
here in our families, here in our lives, here on earth, as it is in 
heaven. In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray: Amen, Alleluia! 
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Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 

Offertory Anthem   “Surrexit Christus” — Text: Anonymous, 
     14th century, Setting: Lajos Bárdos (1899–1986) 
 

Translation: 
 

Christ is risen today — Praise be to God, Alleluia! 
For the comfort of all people. Praise be to God, Alleluia! 

He suffered death the day before. Praise be to God, Alleluia! 
He suffered for us all. Praise be to God, Alleluia! 

Rejoice in this Easter Day. Praise be to God, Alleluia! 
Let us give thanks to God. Praise be to God, Alleluia! 

 
To make a one-time donation by phone (Google or Apple Pay, 
Venmo, PayPal, or credit card), you may visit givebutter.com/
university-lutheran-church or scan the QR code here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Many people in our community already give online. Visit unilu.org/
giving/ if you would like to set up an electronic funds transfer, or a 
credit card donation on a recurring or one-time basis. You can also 
give by mailing a check to: 66 WINTHROP ST, CAMBRIDGE MA 
02138 (there may be a slight delay in processing donations received 
by mail). 

https://givebutter.com/university-lutheran-church
https://givebutter.com/university-lutheran-church
https://www.unilu.org/giving/
https://www.unilu.org/giving/
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . 
 
. . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray. 
 
Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along 
with these gifts we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life 
into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen 
body in the world. Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 
The thanksgiving may include this acclamation: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
The thanksgiving concludes: 
 

Amen. 

 

Sung once in Spanish and once in English: 
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Lord’s Prayer 
In the Bible, Jesus often speaks of God as “Abba,” Father, reflecting 
a profound intimacy with the creator of all worlds. Here, we extend 
that intimacy to name God as our Mother. 
 
Friends, it gladdens the heart of Jesus when we pray: 
God our Mother, God our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Receive and Share Communion 
 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 
For those worshipping via Zoom, individuals may commune 
themselves and households may serve one another with the same 
words. 
 
Hymns during Communion 
 ELW 479 “We Come to the Hungry Feast” 
 ELW 493 “Taste and See” 
 ELW 379 “Now the Green Blade Rises” 
 
Table Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in God’s grace. Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send 
us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your 
risen life to a wounded and weary world. Amen. 

 
SENDING 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ 
Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and 
always. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn   ELW 376 “Thine Is the Glory” 
 
Dismissal 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Postlude   “All His Mercies Shall Endure” (from The Occasional 
     Oratorio, HWV 62) — George Frederick Handel (1685–1759), 
     arranged by Robert S. Wallace 

Serving Today 
 

Preacher and Presiding Minister: Carrie Ballenger; Assisting Minister: 
Laurel Oberstadt-Petrik; Reader: Chris Porter; Intercessor: David 
Hoglund; Musicians: the UniLu Brass Ensemble (James Milner, trumpet; 
Karen Sudbey, trumpet; Bob Berens, horn; Rick Ong, trombone; Laura 
Tracey, tuba), Imogene Stulken, Lorraine Fitzmaurice, and the UniLu 
Choir; Hospitality: Nathaniel Fasman, Emma Morgan, Laurel Oberstadt-
Petrik, and Amanda Wiederoder. 
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The Prayers of the People are asked for: 
 

Cheri Agaskar — UniLu member 
David Bailey — friend of Gail Bucher 
Ellen Bartlett — sister of Gail Bucher 
Margrit Betke — UniLu member 
Lorraine and Roland Blanchard — friends of Gail Bucher 
Ed Bucher — UniLu member 
Alice Conway — sister of Karin Kutrieb 
Solveig Ericson — UniLu member 
Bob Flannery — UniLu member 
Barbara Frank — mother-in-law of Anne Howarth 
George Gordon — UniLu member 
Nancy Gould — UniLu member 
Family and friends mourning the death of Vera Ryen Gregg 
Charles Jaferian — grandson of Nancy Gould 
Jorge G. Miranda — friend of Ricardo A. Pulgar 
Karen Nichols — UniLu member 
Duncan McCoy Norton — son of Megan McCoy 
Anne Minton — colleague of Imogene Stulken 
The Ralston-Lamb family — UniLu members 
Jeanette Searson — sister of Imogene Stulken 
Judy Steele — sister of Phyllis Steele 
 

For our siblings at Faith Lutheran Church in Cambridge and their pastor, 
Robin Lutjohann. 
 

For our siblings in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 
Holy Land, including the staff of Augusta Victoria Hospital on the Mount 
of Olives and all those for whom they provide care. 
 

For our Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox Christian siblings around the 
world celebrating Easter. 
 

In the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle, we remember the peoples of Belarus, 
Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. 
 

For all who are seeking refuge, who are facing immigration challenges, 
who have been deported to homes that are not home, and who have been 
separated from their families. 
 

(revised 4/14/2025) 
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Serving the Community 

Carrie Ballenger, Pastor 

Gracious Moyo, Associate Pastor 

Laurel Oberstadt-Petrik, Ministry Intern 

Kristian Kohler, Office Administrator 

Lorraine Fitzmaurice, Music Director—Choir / Building Manager 

Imogene Stulken, Music Director—Organ 

Hanqi Zhang, Tech Verger 

Mary Pederson Metelmann, Council President 

Ed Bucher, Treasurer and Bookkeeper 

Gail Bucher, Service Deacon 

Chris Porter, Financial Secretary 

Susan Worst, Webmaster 

Joyce DeGreeff, Lutheran Chaplain at Northeastern University 

Andrew Heisen, Lutheran Chaplain at MIT 

Selected materials used by permission of onelicense.net #A-700151 (all rights reserved) and 
downloaded from Sundays and Seasons (Augsburg Fortress, 2025). Readings and Gospel 
prepared by Augsburg Fortress for provisional use and reproduced with Sundays and Seasons 
subscription for non-sale local use. Citations from Revised Common Lectionary (Consultation 
on Common Texts, 1992). Scripture quotations based on Readings for the Assembly (Augsburg 
Fortress, 1995, 1996, 1997), NRSV Bible (1989) and NRSVue Bible (National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA, 2021), adapted and edited by Gordon Lathrop and Gail 
Ramshaw. Cover image: “Hallelujah” (2013) by Mike Moyers, permission granted for non-
commercial use with attribution; downloaded from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of 
the Vanderbilt University Divinity School Library (Nashville, TN). 

Welcome to University Lutheran Church, a Christian witness and 
ministry of and to members of the academic and wider communities 
in Cambridge-Boston — and, virtually, across the world! We are a 
Reconciling in Christ congregation, welcoming people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities. We are also a member 
congregation of the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization (GBIO). 

Land Acknowledgment: University Lutheran Church is located on the 
original and ancestral homelands of the Pawtucket and Massa-adchu-es-et 
(Massachusett) peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here since time 
immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings 
who have called, and who continue to call, this land their home. 


